Dear Head Teacher,
“THAT WAS THEN” – LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT 
AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE
We are pleased to announce the launch in September 2008 of a Heritage Lottery funded local history project, “That Was Then”, co-ordinated by Whickham Web Wanderers (a University of the Third Age group), Beamish Museum and Gateshead City Learning Centre.

We would like to invite your school to participate in this exciting project. 
That Was Then seeks to encourage Key Stage 2 pupils to explore Twentieth Century life and local history from a number of different perspectives:


· Lifestyles - children and adults

· Manual workers
· The role of women in the home, at war and in the work place

· Leisure activities 

· Celebrations and celebrities

· World War II

Learning will be developed through meeting older members of the community (Whickham Web Wanderers), oral testimony, historical source materials, and through a free visit to Beamish Museum. 
The project will be disseminated via a multimedia website to which participating schools will be encouraged to contribute.
That Was Then has three main components:
1) A classroom visit from a member of Whickham Web Wanderers.
This would take the form of a short presentation and question and answer session led by the Project Leader, Margaret Minns. 
Depending on your requirements, your children would hear first hand testimony:

· From a soldier in World War II

· Experiences of the Home Front in Gateshead 

· Childhood experiences during World War II

· Growing up in a two room pit cottage

· From a woman in the home, in the forces, in a factory, in the land Army etc. during WW2
· Childhood games

· Victorian Lives
Other themes may be able to be accommodated on request.
2) A free visit including coach transport to Beamish Museum for one class per school and accompanying adults. 

Enjoy a visit to all appropriate parts of the site plus take part in a workshop of your choice from those currently on offer:
Evacuees in Wartime (winter only)

Toys and Games
School Life in the Past
Bespoke Session to your requirements (where possible)
3) A visit to Gateshead City Learning Centre.
Sessions at the CLC will introduce the children to the Project website and offer opportunities for them to publish multimedia content to their school’s section of the site. Chromakey (green screen) TV and web radio are just two key technologies available to schools. For example: schools may wish to create a radio documentary about their visit to Beamish or create a piece of drama based on their experiences or on the themes they have been following. 
Funding for the Project will allow 24 class visits (1 per school) to Beamish Museum. Participation is therefore offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Schools are encouraged to register their interest at the earliest opportunity.  In case of over-subscription, a reserve list will be applied. The Project runs for 3 years from September 2008.  Schools can, if they wish, spread their involvement in the project over 3 terms.
If you wish to participate in That Was Then or if your require further information please contact Janine Brookes at Gateshead CLC on 0191 460 2900 or jbrookes@ictgateshead.org no later than September 26th 2008.
We look forward to discussing the project with you soon.

Yours Sincerely,

Moira Thompson.
Gateshead CLC Manager/ICT Adviser
Margaret Minns (Whickham Web Wanderers)
www.webwanderers.org
Simon Wooley (Beamish Museum)
www.beamish.org.uk
